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I am starting my life over and I could never have done it

without you guys! You will always be in my heart.

Thanks for giving me a new life.







-- Resident

(The following information was collected in a two-hour visit to the central offices of the Barrett Foundation, also the site of one of the five homes for homeless women and their children located in Albuquerque. In addition to a thorough tour, the Executive Director, Dorothee K. Otero, and Barbara C. Lemaire, Ph.D., the Director of Development and Communications, spent time sharing their ministry with me. Sister Clara Reid recommended this site.)

History

Barrett Foundation was established in 1985 as a 501 (c)(3) organization by Brother Mathias Barrett to provide a safe place for Albuquerque’s homeless women and children. The goal of the Foundation is to help break the cycle of homelessness. In addition to emergency shelter, Barrett Foundation offers the structure, support and critical skills training that help women build more secure futures for themselves and their children.

By 2006 Barrett Foundation operated five programs for homeless women and children. Those programs provided emergency, transitional or permanent housing along with other essential services for a total of 837 homeless women and children. These five include:

· Barrett House – an emergency shelter

· Bridges to Self-Sufficiency – a two-year, transitional housing program

· Casa Milagro – a transitional home for women with chronic mental illness

· Casa Verde – permanent housing for women who have completed the Casa Milagro program, and

· Casa Socorro – permanent housing with supportive services for chronically homeless women.

In addition to these homes, the Barrett Foundation offers the Barrett House Attic, the thrift store that sells new and good-quality used goods. The Attic provides income to help support Barrett House. It also offers job-training opportunities for clients.

(See Appendix for a brochure highlighting each of the five houses under the Barrett Foundation “umbrella.”)

Mission

The Barrett Foundation provides housing and supportive services to homeless women and children who are striving to break the cycle of homelessness. 

Governance

The board of directors of Barrett Foundation are 10-12 members who serve all five houses and as the board for the Attic Thrift Store. The board meets the second Wednesday of each month at 4:00 p.m. in the Barrett Foundation offices. A copy of the bylaws may be obtained in the future, if needed. The current executive director is Dorothee K. Otero.

Development and Communications

One professional director serves to lead both of these related functions with limited staff and outsourcing of some services. Most of the revenue generated for support of the Barrett Foundation comes from grants, Attic sales receipts, program fees and contracts as well as rent income and fundraising activities. An annual gala event brings the Barrett Foundation family and contributors together for an auction, dinner, and celebration.

 (See page 10 of the 2005-2006 Annual Report found in the Appendix of supporting materials.) 

Budget
The entire Barrett Foundation operating expenses for 2005-2006 were $1.15 million.  The 2007-2008 income and expense budget totaled $1.186 million in expenses. (See Appendix for copy of the current budget.) The Development Office reports that eighty-eight cents of every $1.00 contributed to the Barrett Foundation directly supports homeless women and children.

Staff
The new director of Development & Communications is Barbara Lemaire, Ph.D. She is responsible for publishing the quarterly newsletter, The Beacon. (See Appendix for sample copy.) The general administrative office has three full-time and two part-time staff persons. Each of the five houses and the Attic has an individual budget with expenses including a full time case manager.

Residents

(The following information is taken from the Barrett Foundation, 2005-2006 Annual Report, p.11.)

“Women and children experiencing homelessness rarely hang out on the streets. They are more likely to move in with friends or family. When that falls through, they may stay in their cars, garden sheds, parks, shelters, or, if they’re lucky, motels or short-term apartments until their funds run out.

“Women and children become homeless primarily because of extreme poverty and a lack of housing they can afford. Contributing factors may include any of the following: domestic violence, lack of education, unemployment or low wages, mental illness, addiction disorder.” In Albuquerque, approximately 300 families were homeless each night in 2006. No residents were present during this brief site visit.
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