Mount Saint Joseph Memorial Mass

This gathering today brings to life one of the greatest acts of the human heart, the act of remembering. We express this remembering in the celebration of a Memorial Mass. 
Today we remember
Today we celebrate.
Standing in this present moment of history
and remembering,
we touch those who have gone before us.
The touching of the past
not only gives guidelines for the future
but helps us to act with responsibility in the present.
In two of the greatest moments in the history of mankind we have been told to remember. 
In salvation history
when God had led his people out of the slavery of Egypt and brought them to Mount Horeb on the journey of Freedom, He said to them:
"Don't ever forget.
Don't even forget what I have done for you."
Remember ... hold a memorial ...
Remember, I brought you to freedom.
If we do not remember we break our connection with the past. And to break our connection with the past is to break our connection with our origin
No one stands alone.
We not only belong to the present;
we also belong to the past and to the future.

At a special moment in the life of Jesus
He brought his disciples together in the Upper Room
on the night before He died and said to them:
Remember ... Remember Me.
Don't even forget what I have done.
Remember ... Remember.
This memorial Mass in a remembering. Memorial celebrations have a value.
Many times in the history of our own nation, we have been told to remember.
In 1820 at the laying of the corner stone of the Bunker Hill monument, Daniel Webster spoke:
"We know, indeed, that the record of illustrious actions
is most safely deposited
in the universal remembrance of mankind."
Many illustrious actions of the Ursuline Sisters and teachers are deposited in your memories.
You have been enriched by them. Your life is better because of them.
Abraham Lincoln stood on the blood-soaked soil of Gettysburg and said:
"Let us not forget, lest those who have fallen
have died in vain."
We come today to remember the Ursuline Sisters, especially the teachers of the Academy ...
Lest those who have gone before us ...
shall have taught in vain.
Today, we remember.

_______________________________________________

The story is told of a boy flying a kite. An elderly man came and asked, 
"What are you doing?"
The boy answered, "Flying my kite."
"I don't see any kite," the man said. “How do you know there is one up there?"

 The boy answered," 
"I have hold of the string."
Memory ... remembering.... having a memorial celebration
is the string to the past.
Through the memory, we hold on to the past.



Remembering reconnects us with the lives of those

who have walked before us.

We remember those in leadership
and we are grateful for a sense of order – respect – justice.
Those who taught us
opened wisdom and gave us knowledge. We live in the freedom of the Truth....
Those who shared their faith
gave us values that reach into eternity.
Those who cared for us
brought us to an awareness of our worth and our dignity.
This memorial service reconnects us.
It makes us aware of blessings. We are grateful.
To remember demands courage, 
the courage to deal with lives of those who have gone before us ... touched our lives and walked on.
The courage to imitate them....
The courage to admit
and to acknowledge
how we felt toward them.... and how they were present to us.
If the memory brings us aware of the good things, we rejoice and give thanks...
If there is an awareness of hurts

We reconcile and forgive or ask pardon.
In the act of reconciliation there is freedom.
Forgiveness brings closure.
Granting pardon gives the freedom to grow in respect.
To remember is also to suffer
the pain of absence.... the pain of limitation.... Life is never complete.
To touch the past,
to remember
is to call into action today
the values given by our teachers


They accepted us as daydreamers and led us to becoming students...

They took us in our immaturity
and gave discipline and direction to maturity.
They took us in our confusion and in our questions and gave us truths of faith.... and examples of virtues.
They gave us moral principles
that we live holy lives in a secular world.
To remember is to step back into the past and be present to those who have gone before us....
spending time in their presence
and coming forth different

again touching their spirit... their spirit of faith and caring.... their spirit of dedication and devotion.... their spirit of respect and friendship. 

Oh, how important it is to remember. 
We recall a word that guided us

an example that challenged us….
a spirit that inspired us....
In human history, there are monuments of stone
to remember great events….

There are statues of bronze
to remember great men.
There are plots of land
to remember great deeds


There is a Memorial Mass at Mount Saint Joseph to remember the teachers at Mount Saint Joseph Academy. 

To remember
is to see teachers who took dreams
and made them a reality...
who set goals
and sacrificed to attain them..
We may not have their dreams,
but we have their courage to dare to dream.
We may not have their goals,

but we have their wisdom to set our own and strive for them.

Without dreams; without goals, we drift like a skiff on a tossed sea.

Oh the value of this memorial.
Their journey through life inspires us to reach beyond what we can touch


Through a memorial celebration 
we see that life is never complete.... 
that values and principles always demand a greater unfolding, 
and fuller living....

Thus to remember
Is to hear a call and answer more,
To pick up the incomplete life
and strive to live all life more fully.

If such be true.
those who have gone before us...
those whom we remember today,
will continue to live through each of us.


Our Memorial Ceremony

is complete
only if we entrust to God
those who have gone before us.

Thus, "Let our loved ones
who have gone before us….
become our gift to God
until we who give
become the gift given.”


- By Msgr. Bernard Powers
